CH. xxii.         ENGLISH OFFICERS FOR TURKEY             201
Sultan by arms if necessary, must have a beneficial effect upon the future conduct both of the Porte and the two Imperial Governments. The Porte will probably put a little more firmness into its conduct, and the others a little more moderation into theirs. The Porte how-ever must take care to keep on the right side of the post, especially with regard to the passage of. the Dardanelles, and the Turkish Government should most carefully abstain from calling our squad-rons up through the Straits, "in time of Peace" unless they had the certainty that war was imminent, and an attack likely to be made immediately. It is very important that the Sultan should not set the example of infringing the stipulation of the Treaty of July 1841 ; Russia would be too ready to follow the lead when it might suit her purpose to do so.
It is a great pity that the Porte did not take your advice and send out of Turkey the chief refugees whom the five Governments wanted to have. That done the dispute would have ceased to have a prac-tical object, and I hope that the Sultan will not have taken any engagement which shall prevent him from letting them all go, at least as many as can and choose to do so. In fact he can have no right to keep them prisoners in Turkey ? . . .
But now is the time for the Turks to make all possible improvements in their army, their navy, and their defences. Some foreign officers brought into their army would introduce instruction for officers, which is probably what they want most. If they wish for any British naval officers to improve their naval services, let them ask and they shall have. We have sent Captain Slade, a very good officer, and who has already been, I believe, employed in their service and knows a little of the language, and Parker has sent some lieutenants to be useful for the moment; but if they would like a few officers to com-mand ships let me know, and Sir F. Baring will look out for some and send them. The considerations which led me to think last year that it would be better for them not to make such a request no longer exist, and it might be well to strike the iron while it is hot. Upon the same principle they ought to set to work and to put the defences of the Bosphorus into good order without delay, and to arm them with heavy guns, not forgetting to render them secure on the land side from being carried by a small force landed and sweeping through the batteries one after the other. Would it not be possible also for them to erect some strong batteries to fire upon ships which having passed down the Bosphorus might anchor opposite the town and threaten to lay it in ashes ? . . .
There never was I think in this country so strong and unanimous a burst of generous feeling as this demand of the two Imperial and imperious Governments has called forth ; all men of all parties and